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The Scottish government has 
published guidance to assist those 
involved in the procurement of 
food or catering services in the 
Scottish public sector. 
 
The guidance contains specific 
recommendations for each 
stage of the procurement 
process, and address economic, 
environmental, social and health 
objectives. 

More information...

On 17 January 2011, the 
French Sustainable Procurement 
Observatory (ObsAR) issued its 
second Sustainable Procurement 
Barometer. 

This yearly publication focuses 
on the state of sustainable 
procurement in France. Amongst 
other results, the 2011 edition 
highlights that sustainable 
procurement is a top priority for 
82% of public authorities.
 
More information...

Sustainable Public Procurement (SPP) is part of 
the Federal Council’s “Sustainable development 
strategy”. In November 2010 the Federal 
Procurement Commission (FPC) published the 
“Recommendations for the Federal Procurement 
Offices” on how to implement SPP practice. 

How is the FPC promoting the new 
recommendations?

The FPC appointed a working group with  
three centralised federal procurement offices 
to elaborate on the recommendations. 
Furthermore, a press release explaining  the 
recommendations was issued and procurement 
officials are informed within the framework of 
the government training scheme for procurers. 

Energy Efficiency and Public Procurement

On 8 March the European Commission 
published its Energy Efficiency Plan 2011. 
The Plan sets out the proposed actions 
to meet the EU’s target of saving 20% of 
its primary energy consumption by 2020 
(compared to projections). It foresees a 
key role for public procurement, both in 
renovating existing building stock and 
applying energy efficiency criteria in tenders.  
 
Public authorities are expected to lead by 
example; to help create markets for more 
energy-efficient goods, services and works.

Implementing SPP practice in Switzerland 
Will there be a system to assess the extent that 
the recommendations have been applied?

Currently there is no system in place to evaluate 
the implementation of the recommendations. 
However, the plan is to include simple 
questions in the existing procurement 
monitoring system, in order to get feedback 
without creating additional work for procurers.

Life-cycle costing (LCC) is mentioned by FOEN 
and in the recommendations, can you explain it?

LCC is a vital, yet easy to use method. It is mentioned 
in the revised Swiss public procurement 
ordinance. Instead of looking only at investment 
costs, procurers should take other costs that may 
occur during the estimated lifetime of a product 
into account. Costs include: service, maintenance, 
spare parts, running costs (energy use) and 
disposal costs. On this basis the Total Cost of 
Ownership of different products can be compared 
as recommended by the EU GPP Toolkit.

Zoom in on… French 
sustainable procurement 
barometer

Zoom in on... Scottish  
guidance on food and 
catering

Specific actions called for in the Plan include:

• A requirement for public authorities to 
refurbish at least 3% of their buildings (by 
floor area) each year to the standard of the 
best 10% of the national building stock

• Systematic application of high standards of 
energy efficiency when public authorities 
purchase goods (e.g. ICT equipment), 
services (e.g. energy) and works 

• Removal of legal and practical barriers to 
energy performance contracting, e.g. to 
increase the energy efficiency of public 
infrastructure such as street lighting 

The Commission will introduce legislative 
proposals in 2011 to address these areas. 
Legally binding targets may be proposed 
for each Member State in 2013, depending 
on the progress achieved. A White Paper on 
Transport, published on 28 March, looks at 
resource-efficient procurement in this sector.

Eveline Venanzoni, 
Ecological Procurement 
Service, Federal Office for 
the Environment (FOEN), 
Switzerland
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http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/01/12154555/0
http://www.achats-responsables.fr/homepage/downloadResultatsBarometre
http://www.bbl.admin.ch/bkb/02617/02632/index.html?lang=de&download=NHzLpZeg7t,lnp6I0NTU042l2Z6ln1acy4Zn4Z2qZpnO2Yuq2Z6gpJCDfIB5e2ym162epYbg2c_JjKbNoKSn6A--
http://www.bbl.admin.ch/bkb/02617/02632/index.html?lang=de&download=NHzLpZeg7t,lnp6I0NTU042l2Z6ln1acy4Zn4Z2qZpnO2Yuq2Z6gpJCDfIB5e2ym162epYbg2c_JjKbNoKSn6A--
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/efficiency/action_plan/action_plan_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/toolkit_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/strategies/2011_white_paper_en.htm#
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/strategies/2011_white_paper_en.htm#
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The recently opened Flemish Government building in Leuven uses 
less than half the energy and just 40% as much water as a standard 
new office building. Construction began in 2008 and the building 
has been in use since December 2010.

Drawing on a handbook for evaluating the sustainability of 
building design, criteria based on energy use, the quality of life 
and welfare of users, and overall environmental impact were 
applied in the procurement. Specific features of the building 
include thick insulation, triple-glazed windows, concrete core 
cooling and borehole energy storage for heating and cooling. 

The building’s use of a borehole energy storage system reduces CO2 emissions by 67 
tonnes a year, the equivalent to the average emissions of 15 Flemish families. In addition 
to the energy performance of the building itself, its strategic location near to the central 
rail, bus and tram stations of Leuven facilitates transport for the 800 employees and 
visitors that use the building on a daily basis.

Download the GPP example here. 

GPP examplesZoom in on… placing a 
value on sustainable  
procurement

The ability to express 
sustainability benefits in financial 
terms is one of the key drivers 
needed to embed sustainability 
into procurement. 

PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC), 
Insead and EcoVadis joined 
their expertise to publish 
a report quantifying the 
economic benefits of sustainable 
procurement, based on an 
analysis of cases and interviews.

More information...

Zoom in on... public 
procurement potential 
for innovation in small 
European countries

Stockholm sets high standards for IT equipment (Sweden)

Sustainable new administrative centre in Leuven (Belgium)

Stockholm County Council is progressively replacing its IT 
equipment with state of the art computers, which meet high 
environmental standards. The Council currently owns about 
40,000 computers and will be one of the first major Swedish 
enterprises to have mercury-free displays in both laptops and 
desktop computers.

Sustainability criteria used in the tender include energy 
performance, total cost of ownership and use of recycled materials. 
The contract was awarded on the basis of “Most Economically 

Advantageous Tender”. Cost was calculated based on the basis of the Total Cost of 
Ownership, including purchase price and energy costs over three years. 

The computers that were purchased are free of lead, mercury, PVC and halogenated 
flame retardants. Stockholm City Council is currently implementing its fifth set of 
environmental policies entitled Environment Step 5. 

Download the GPP example here.

A report by Eraprism, 
explores the  potential to use 
procurement to drive innovation  
in small European countries 
such as Latvia, Malta, Iceland, 
Slovenia and Estonia.
 
It defines the ways in which they 
could take advantage of public 
procurement for innovation 
and the barriers that need to 
be overcome. The current GPP 
approach in each country is also 
considered.

More information...
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